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Entry of this amendment atid reconsideration of this appUcation, as amended, are 
respectfully requested. 

It is mt believed that the §112, second paragraph rejection apply to the presently pending 

claims. 

Claims 22-36 were rgected under §102(b) or .5103(.a) over Suzuki. Applicants 
respectfully traverse. 

The quantitative specifications of the material component in the specification of this 
■patent refer to the substance quantities which must be brought together before tJic sintering 
order to obtain tlie material and these are given in percent by weight. Only in claims 7 and 8 
the quantities of the alpha and beta SiAlONs specified in relation to tlie sintered body and given 
in percent by volume. The quantities in the application in claim 37 refer to tlie composition and 
to the evaluation of the analysis of the sintered material in the interior. 

According to Suzuki, the alpha SiAlON gradient is generated according to another 
method than according to the presently claimed invention. Tlie sintered bodies according to 
Suzuki are sintered in special containers of silicon nitride or carbon. According to the iiaethod 
disclosed in the PCT publication, a green body of beta SiAlON is placed into an alpha SiAlON 
powder in order to obtain the corresponding alpha SiAlON surface. 

In contrast, in the material according to the invention the gradient formation talces place 
by controlUng the cooling of the sintered body or through reaction of the surface with the 
provided atmosphere. This is a difference of the presently claimed invention with respect to the 
method and composition of Suzuki. 

In view of the foregoing, allowance is respectfully requested. 
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RespectfliUy subinitted 

FULBRIGHT & JAWORSK] L.L.P. 
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666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10103 
(212)318-3000 




JaMss R. Crawford ' 



-6- 



PAGE 617 ' RCVD AT 1I30/200M:26:S1 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVRm^^ 



